
 

The Zip Line helps build upper body strength, muscle endurance, self-confidence, and enhances the ability to integrate 
and tolerate movement.  The Crash Pit at the end of the Zip Line is fun and inviting for all children and  
a perfect landing spot for children who crave the crash-and-burn input. 

The Trampoline builds lower body strength and helps to teach balance and develop vestibular and proprioceptive 
perception of movement in the body, while our Climbing and Traversal Rock Wall and other Climbing Structures enhance 
the body awareness and scheme, motor planning, bilateral coordination, and help children set and achieve goals. 

Our variety of Sensory Swings are fun, stimulating, calming, and offer various types of motion, tactile input, motor 
planning and motor sequencing activity.   We also provide: 

         ▪ An Infant and Toddler Area with costumes, role play sets and kid-safe toys. 
         ▪ A Calming Room and Tunnels that offer non-threatening cozy hideouts. 
         ▪ The Rock Shop featuring a wide variety of Melissa & Doug toys for sale. 
         ▪ Break Time for parents of special needs children who need respite-like care. 

"Finally a place where 
you never have to say 

I'm sorry" 





 

 

Greetings Prospective “We Rock” Owner! 

We Rock the Spectrum – Brainerd Lakes, fondly known to our customer base of over 2300 clients of all 

ages simply as “the Kid’s Gym,” is the only sensory indoor playground of its kind in the state and unique 

as one of a small handful in the WRTS franchise that are located in the Midwest.  In addition to hosting 

young visitors from around the country who frequently come to spend time with grandparents or other 

relatives in the Brainerd Lakes Area (BLA), we are sought after by travelers with autistic children from as 

far as the Twin Cities, Duluth and beyond who make a point of putting us on their itineraries, and by 

resort guests, seasonal cabin-dwellers, and year-round residents around the BLA who need alternate 

forms of entertainment or a ROCKIN’ birthday party venue for their children of ALL abilities! 

Our regular clientele hail from local and/or driving-distance communities that include Aitkin, Backus, 

Baxter, Becker, Bemidji, Bertha, Brainerd, Breezy Point, Browerville, Nisswa, Little Falls, Pillager, Crosby, 

Crosslake, Deerwood, East Gull Lake, Emily, Fort Ripley, Ironton, Lake Shore, Little Falls, Merrifield, 

Monticello, Motley, Onamia, Pequot Lakes, Pierz, Pine River, Rice, Saint Cloud, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, 

Staples, Wadena, Walker, and more. 

With its over 4000 square feet of uniquely designed, climate-controlled, handicap-accessible space, 360 

sq.-ft. mirrored party-meeting-exercise room, audio-visual capabilities, its office, classroom, reception 

and fully-stocked gift shop areas, calming room, clean family restrooms and shower, break room, ample 

storage closets, and high-capacity colorful padded gym floor sporting loads of fun and therapeutic 

equipment and toys including a safe and spacious spring-free trampoline and 45-foot zipline with foam 

crash pit, not to mention our enormous photorealistic Gooseberry Falls rock climbing and traversal wall 

adding a true Minnesota feel, the opportunities for what the gym can give back to you and the Brainerd 

Lakes community are endless and limited only by the imagination and energy! 

The partnerships we’ve formed in our community have been a big win for us, but they are just a drop in 

the bucket compared to the potential for more mutually beneficial partnerships that await the right 

owner, as despite marketing efforts to-date, we are still an unknown entity to many area residents and 

service organizations. Our Kid’s Gym is a popular large-group field trip destination for institutions such 

as Fun & Friends (under the auspices of the Brainerd Public School District), ECFE (Early Childhood 

Family Education under the Staples-Motley Public School District), Lutheran Social Services Kids’ 

Resiliency Program, Confidence Learning Center, and Madden’s Resort.   We’ve built relationships with 

several therapists and family counselors from Greater Minnesota Family Services who have touted our 

services to their staff and clients and brought a number of their young charges to our facility for 

therapeutic and recreational purposes either on an ad-hoc basis or for weekly sessions under a prepaid 

membership or punch card arrangement, and many families have sent their children to us with their 

PCAs or nannies independent of any treatment.  We even have a current inquiry from an 

occupational/behavioral therapist looking to share office space which we could provide as an additional 

draw and service to the community, especially when places like Autism Matters are significantly 

backlogged, though we’ve provided complementary services to some of their young clients also.  Getting 

a licensed therapist on staff would also make us state waiver-eligible for obtaining DHS funding and 



referrals which would be a huge benefit just waiting for the right owner/professional relationship to 

take advantage of.   

Furthermore, we’ve had client memberships and respite care funded by Crow Wing County Community 

Services, with great potential to offer similar services to the rest of the 14 counties in our gym’s assigned 

territory. Opportunities abound for further outreach to untapped markets such as Pillager and other 

neighboring school districts, full-on marketing to families through the Brainerd schools themselves, local 

day cares and day camps, churches and religious or service organizations, and the plethora of other 

resorts around the BLA who want to keep their guests as long as possible as well as offer area 

attractions that can accommodate those families with special needs.   

Our facility is perfect for offering adult and/or child educational or exercise classes with or without 

included childcare or being rented out as meeting space. (We’ve even configured it alternately as a 

distance learning venue and as a private cinema during COVID and highly recommend installing a Lumo 

Play interactive video system as an added competitive party feature!) Conversations with people at CLC 

or Minnesota Makerspace, for example, could spark interesting course offering ideas and partnerships 

along these lines, and the WRTS Owner’s Group on Facebook is always a great source for suggestions 

and support in this area as well.  (Speaking of Facebook, we have a 5-star rating there – check out our 

wonderful reviews at https://www.facebook.com/wrtsbrainerdlakes/reviews!)  Building an online store 

to supplement onsite sales of our “Rock Shop” toy inventory is an available avenue also not yet 

leveraged. Fundraisers for our gym engaging local businesses have received support from Roundhouse 

Brewery and some American Legion posts among others, but we haven’t come close to reaching most 

nor approaching any risk of donor fatigue.  We just haven’t had the time. 

Our wonderful, dedicated, trained, proficient and fully self-sufficient part-time employees, drawn from 

the special needs community, would welcome more hours than we’ve been able to give them and would 

be of enormous help to facilitate a transition to new owners to whom they would prove a valuable 

asset. 

Of course, our greatest assets are the children, parents and grandparents who walk through our doors, 

and the joy they give us when they do so for the first time as we watch their jaws hit the floor, every 

time.  In their own words: 

"This is my favorite place in the whole world!" - Ethan, age 7 

 

     "Whenever I leave here I feel so happy. We need to make it a thing to come here every Saturday." - 

Lilly, age 10 

 

"My oldest son has Autism. My youngest has major ADHD. I’m very excited to be able to bring my boys 

to your gym. Thank you so much for opening that up for our children." - Randee 

 

     "Our granddaughter who suffers from epilepsy and whom also has been diagnosed with autism so 

enjoys We Rock the Spectrum!!! And the look of sheer pleasure on our granddaughter’s face tells the 

entire story of this program." - Pam 

 

"I have a two-year-old and we wish there was more for kids his age to do in the area. He isn’t on the 

spectrum though.  Are all children welcome?" - Alexis 

Thank you for considering investing in our community and We Rock the Spectrum – Brainerd Lakes! 

Sincerely, 

Anesha & Ben Martinka, Owners 

https://www.facebook.com/wrtsbrainerdlakes/reviews
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